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PATENT 
Customer No. 22,852 
Attorney Docket No. 06530.0290 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Reissue Application of: 

Thomas O. BALES et al. 

Original Patent No.: 6,024,708 

Original Patent Issue Date: February 15, 2000 

For: RADIAL JAW BIOPSY FORCEPS 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to the examination of the above reissue application, please amend the 
application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please add new claims 33-80, as follows: 
33. A biopsy forceps device having a proximal end and a distal end, the device 
comprising: 

an end effector assemblv at the distal end of the device, wherein the end 
effector assembly includes a first law and a second law, the first jaw 
being pivotallv disposed about a pivotal axis and with respect to the 
second iaw: 

an actuator at the proximal end of the device: and 

a hollow portion connecting the end effector assemblv and the actuator. 
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34. 



35. 



wherein the actuator operates to pivot the first law about the pivotal axis 
and move the first iaw Into contact with the second law, wherein each 
of the first and second jaws includes a qenerallv U-shaped 
configuration defining a center point and having a distalmost end, and 
wherein an edge of the distalnfiost end of one of the laws includes 
teeth radiallv disposed about the center point, and an edge of the 
distalmost end of the other law includes at least one tooth. 
The device according to claim 33. wherein the second iaw is oivotallv disposed 



about the pivotal axis and with respect to the first iaw so that the laws mate upon 
pivotal movement. 

The device according to claim 34. further comprising a clevis pin, wherein the 



pivotal axis is defined bv the clevis pin. 

36. The device according to claim 33. wherein the teeth of the one of the laws and at 
least one tooth of the other iaw have a substantiallv triangular shape. 

37. The device according to claim 36. wherein the teeth of the one of the laws and 
the at least one tooth of the other iaw are configured to mate. 

38. The device according to claim 37. wherein the teeth of the one of the laws are 



displaced bv one half pitch from the at least one tooth of the other iaw. 

39. The device according to claim 33. wherein the first and second laws have a 
oenerallv elongated hemispherical shape. 

40. The device according to claim 33. wherein the first jaw has a tang defining a first 
bore. 
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41 . The device according to claim 40, further comprising a first pull wire positioned 
within the hollow portion, the first pull wire connecting the first iaw to the actuator 
and engaging the first bore, wherein a distal end of the first pull wire passes 
through and beyond the first bore and terminates without forming a loop. 

42. The device according to claim 41 , further comprising a second pull wire 
positioned within the hollow portion and connecting the second iaw to the 
actuator. 

43. The device according to claim 42. wherein the second iaw has a tang defining a 
second bore and the second pull wire engages the second bore, a distal end of 
the second pull wire passing through and beyond the second bore and 
terminating without fonning a loop, the actuator operating to pivot the second iaw 
about the pivotal axis. 

44. The device according to claim 43. wherein the distal end of the second pull wire 
includes a main portion which extends in the direction of the actuator, a first 
portion which passes through the second bore at an angle to the main portion, 
and a second portion on the opposite side of the second bore relative to the main 
portion, the second portion of the second pull wire maintaining the second pull 
wire on the tang, the second pull wire terminating on the second portion. 

45. The device according to daim 42, wherein the actuator includes a handle being 
coupled to the first and second pull wires. 

46. The device according to claim 45, wherein the handle includes a central shaft 
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and a spool slidablv disposed around the central shaft, the spool engaging the 
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47. 



first and second pull wires, the spool operable to move the first and second pull 
wires relative to the central shaft. 

The device according to claim 42. wherein the first and second pull wires are 



positioned within the hollow portion for a substantial length of the hollow portion. 
48. The device according to claim 41 , wherein the distal end of the first pull wire 



includes a main portion which extends in the direction of the actuator, a first 
portion which passes through the first bore at an angle to the main portion, and a 
second portion on the opposite side of the first bore relative to the main portion, 
the second portion of the first pull wire maintaining the first pull wire on the tang, 
the first pull wire terminating on the second portion. 

49, The device according to claim 48. wherein the first pull wire is bent between the 
main portion and the first portion and between the first portion and the second 
portion. 

50. The device according to claim 49, wherein the first portion of the first pull wire 



which passes through the bore is rotatable relative to the surface of the bore. 

51 . The device according to claim 33, wherein the hollow portion is a coil. 

52, The device according to claim 33, further comprising a needle disposed between 



the first and second jaws. 
53. An end effector assembly for use in a biopsy forceps device including an actuator 
at a proximal end of the device and a hollow portion connecting the actuator to 
the end effector assembly, the end effector assembly comprising: 
a first jaw: and 
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a second jaw for mating with the first jaw, wherein the first iaw is pivotallv 
disposed with respect to the second law about a pivotal axis, and each 
of the first and second jaws includes a generally U-shaped 
' configuration defining a center point and having a distalmost end, and 
wherein an edge of the distalmost end of the first iaw includes teeth 
radiallv disposed about the center point, and an edge of the distalmost 
end of the second iaw includes at least one tooth disposed at a portion 
thereof, 

54. The assembly according to claim 53. wherein the second iaw is pivotallv 
disposed about the pivotal axis and with respect to the first law so that the jaws 
mate upon pivotal movement. 

55. The assembly according to claim 54, further comprising a clevis pin, wherein the 
pivotal axis is defined by the clevis pin. 

56. The assembly according to claim 54. wherein the second pull wire is bent 
between the main portion and the first portion and between the first portion and 
the second portion. 

57. The assembly according to claim 56, wherein the first portion of the second pull 
wire which passes through the second bore is rotatable relative to surface of the 
bore. 

58. The assembly according to claim 53, wherein the teeth of the first iaw and the at 
least one tooth of the second iaw have a substantially triangular shape. 

59. The assembly according to claim 58. wherein the teeth of the first iaw and the at 
least one tooth of the second iaw are configured to mate. 
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60. The assembly according to claim 59, wherein the teeth of the first iaw are 
displaced by one half pitch from the at least one tooth of the second iaw, 

61 ■ The assembly according to claim 53, wherein the first and second iaws have a 
generally elongated hemispherical shape. 

62. The assembly according to claim 53, wherein the first iaw has a tang defining a 
first bore for receiving a first pull wire. 

63. The assembly according to claim 53, wherein the second iaw has a tana defining 



64. 



a second first bore for receiving a second pull wire. 

The assembly according to claim 53, further comprising a needle disposed 



between the first and second iaws. 
65, A biopsy forceps device having a proximal end and a distal end, the device 
comprising: 

an end effector assembly at the distal end of the device, wherein the end 
effector assembly includes a first iaw and a second iaw. the first iaw 
being pivotally disposed relative to the second iaw, the first iaw having 
an array of teeth, the second iaw having at least one tooth; 

an actuator at the proximal end of the device: and 

a hollow portion connecting the end effector assembly and the actuator, 
wherein the actuator operates to pivot the first iaw relative to the 
second iaw and move the first and second jaws so that the array of 
teeth of the first iaw engages the at least one tooth of the second iaw 
along an edge, 
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wherein the edge of each of the jaws includes a first side portion, a 

second side portion on an opposite side of the first side portion and a 
third distalmost portion connecting the first side portion to the second 
side portion, the third distalmost portion having a curved configuration. 
The biopsy forceps device of claim 65, wherein the third distalmost portion of the 



edge is semicircular so that the teeth on the third distalmost portion of the first 
jaw are radiallv disposed about a point. 

67. The biopsy forceps device of claim 66, wherein the teeth of the first iaw and the 
at least one tooth of the second jaw are positioned on at least one of the side 
straight portion, the second side portion, and the third distalmost portion of the 
edge. 

68. The biopsy forceps device of claim 67. wherein the teeth of the first iaw are 
displaced by one-half pitch from the at least one tooth of the second iaw. 

69. The biopsy forceps device of claim 66, wherein the teeth of the first iaw are 
displaced by one-half pitch from the at least one tooth of the second jaw. 

70. The biopsy forceps device of claim 65. wherein the teeth of the first iaw and the 
at least one tooth of the second iaw are positioned on at least one of the first side 
portion, the second side portion, and the third distalmost portion of the edge. 

71 . The biopsy forceps device of claim 65, further comprising a clevis pin defining a 
pivotal axis about which the first iaw pivots relative to the second jaw. 



72. The biopsy forceps device of claim 65, further comprising a needle disposed 
between the first and second laws. 
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73. The biopsy forceps device of claim 65. wherein each of the first side portion and 
the second side portion is substantially straight. 

74. An end effector assembly for use in a biopsy forceps device including an actuator 
at a proximal end of the device and a hollow portion connecting the actuator to 
the end effector assembly, the end effector assembly comprising: 

a first jaw: and 

a second jaw for mating with the first jaw, wherein the first jaw is pivotably 
disposed with respect to the second jaw about a pivotal axis, and each 
of the first and second jaws includes a distalmost portion having a 
generally curved configuration, and wherein a curved edge of the 
distalmost portion of the first jaw includes teeth and a curved edge of 
the distalmost portion of the second jaw includes at least one tooth. 

75. The end effector assembly of claim 74, wherein each of the first and second laws 
has an edge that includes the curved edge of the distalmost portion, a first 
substantially straight portion, and a second substantially straight portion on the 
opposite side of a longitudinal axis of the end effector assembly from the first 
substantially straight portion, said curved edge of the distalmost portion 
connecting the first substantially straight portion to the second substantially 
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straight portion. 

The end effector assembly of claim 75, wherein the curved edges of the first and 



second jaws are semicircular so that the teeth of the first iaw and the at least one 



tooth of the second iaw on the distalmost portion are radially disposed about a 
point. 
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77. The end effector assembly of claim 75, wherein the first substantially straight 
portion and the second substantially straight portion of the first iaw includes 
teeth. 

78. The end effector assembly of claim 74, wherein the teeth of the first iaw are 
displaced by one-half pitch from the at least one tooth of the second jaw. 

79. The end effector assembly of claim 74, further comprising a cleyis pin defining 
the piyotal axis. 

80. The end effector assembly of claim 74, further comprising a needle disposed 
between the first and second laws. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-80 are pending in this application, with claims 1, 21, 33, 53, 65, and 74 
being independent claims. Claims 1-32 haye been allowed in the original application 
Serial No. 08/928,453 that issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,024,708. Claims 33-80 are 
newly added. No new matter has been entered. 

For the benefit of the Examiner, Applicants proyide the following additional 
explanation related to new independent claims presented in this Preliminary 
Amendment. 

Newly added independent claims 33 and 53 broaden the claimed subject matter 
of allowed claims 1 and 21, respectiyely. Claims 33 and 53 recite, among other things, 
"an edge of the distalmost end of one of the jaws includes teeth radially disposed about 
the center point, and an edge of the distalmost end of the other jaw includes at least 
one tooth," whereas claims 1 and 21 recite "an edge of the distalmost end of each of the 
jaws includes teeth radially disposed about the center point." Thus, the broadening 

-9- 



language recites one jaw as having radially disposed teeth (though the claims still cover 
the instance where both jaws have radially disposed teeth). The language of dependent 
claims 34-52 and 54-64 substantially corresponds to that of dependent claims that 
issued in U.S. Patent No. 6,024,708. 

Applicants also add new claims 65-80. These claims have similar language as 
U.S. Patent No. 6,264,617, but independent claims 65 and 74 in this group also recite 
one jaw as having radially disposed teeth. U.S. Patent No. 6,264,617 issued from a 
continuation application of the application that resulted in U.S. Patent No. 6,024,708 
(the case now in reissue) and, therefore, includes identical disclosure as this reissue 
application. In addition, a Terminal Disclaimer was filed in the 6,264,617 patent in 
response to an obviousness-type double patenting rejection over the claims of U.S. 
Patent Nos. 6,024,708, 5,133,727, and 5,507,296. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.173(c), Applicants submit that exemplary 
support for the newly added claims, and particularly the differences between the new 
claims and the patented claims, can be found in, for example, Figs. 1-6 and column 3, 
lines 40-45. 
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CONCLUSION 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this Preliminary 
Amendment and charge any additional required fees to our deposit account 06-0916. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN. HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: February 14, 2002 
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